
DISNEY'S THE LITTLE MERMAID 

SCENE NINE: THE PALACE BALLROOM 

(A line of COURTIERS enters, dressed and pomaded for the ball, followed by an 

alarming array of opportunistic PRINCESSES. Prince Eric enters, dressed in royal 

finery, followed by Grimsby, who calls the gathering to order.) 

GRIMSBY 

WELCOME, DEAR FRIENDS, TO OUR CONTEST -

THE FIRST THAT THIS KINGDOM HAS EVER SEEN! 

WE GATHER TODAY FOR A VOCAL DISPLAY 

SO OUR PRINCE MAY AT LAST CHOOSE A QUEEN! 

These six princesses possess the most accomplished voices in all the land! 

(to the princesses) 

Tonight, one of you will go home with the crown! May the best woman win! 

(One by one, the princesses step forward to sing.) 

(high energy, overwhelming) 

LlSTEN TO ME 

PRINCESS 5 

DON'T l SOUND RICH? 

LOUD, AM I NOT? 

PLUS I'VE GOT PERFECT PITCH 

WOULDN'T YOU THINK I'M THE GIRL 

THE GIRL WHO HAS EV'RYTHING? 

PRINCE ERIC 

That's not her voice. I'll know it the moment I hear it

(Grimsby pounds his staff on the floor, signaling a rejection.) 

PRINCESS 2 

LISTEN TO THIS 

CLEAR AS CAN BE! 

YOU'LL KNOW I'M IT 

WHEN I HTT MY HIGH C! 

AH! 
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(But, looking at Ariel, Prince Eric has new found resolve.) 

PRINCE ERIC 

(to Grimsby) 

Tell her that the competition is over. Tell her she's too late! 

(Ariel beams at Prince Eric with gratitude. He leans in to kiss her.) 

URSULA 

(offstage) 

AH-AH-AH-AH, AH-AH-AH-AH! 

(Just then, the sun turns a bright red. Ursula arrives in a huge way.

Why, look! Such a gorgeous sunset! And on the third day, too! Time's up. You lose! 

(With her mighty magic Ursula wipes the ball guests away and grabs for Ariel and 

Prince Eric with the help of Flotsam and Jetsam. Grimsby tries to help.) 

GRIMSBY 

Eric! 

PRINCE ERIC 

Ariel! 

(Prince Eric rushes to save Ariel but the Ursula's magic throw him aside and 

drag Ariel away.) 

URSULA 

Say goodbye to loverboy.  I'm dragging you down, down, down into the depths where you belong! 

. .

(And she does just that, yanking Ariel back down into the watery home from 

which she came . ) 
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